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Elohim City Leader Blames 
‘Lunatic Fringe’ for Blast 


By Robby Trammell 
Staff Writer 

ELOHIM CITY — The 
Rev. Robert Millar de- 
clared Wednesday that 
neither he nor any resi- 
dents at his religious 
community were in- 
volved in the “terrible” 
Oklahoma City bomb- 
ing. 

“I was appalled,” he 
said of the terrorist act 
that resulted in at least 
167 deaths. “It was a 
terrible thing for inno- 
cent people to be mur- 
dered like that. 

“I think anybody in- 
volved in a thing like 
that must belong to a 
lunatic fringe. It’s luna- 
cy to me.” 


Millar said he has had 
no contact with the FBI 


since the April 19 trage- 
dy, despite national me- 
dia reports that bomb- 
ing defendant Timothy 
McVeigh telephoned the 
rural Adair County 
commune on April 5 or 
April 17. 


“Tve heard that,” Mil- 
lar said of the purport- 
ed calls while speaking 
at a Wednesday after- 
noon press conference 
at Elohim City. “I no- 
ticed that you people 
have our telephone 
number, and govern- 
ment agencies have our 
telephone number. 


“He may have got our 
telephone number from 
someone. If he used our 
telephone number and 
if he came here, nobody 
here has any knowledge 


Robert Millar 
of ever talking to him.” 


The group’s leader 
told reporters the group 
would defend itself with 
weapons if threatened, 
although it would coop- 
erate with officers with 
legal search warrants. 


Millar suggested that 


“unnamed government 
sources” being quoted 
in the reports concern- 
ing the calls are actual- 
ly “manipulating” the 
news media. 

“I imagine if there is 
any validity to those 
charges that the an- 
swers will be searched 
out in a court of law,” 
he said. “I will state un- 
equivocally that nobody 
in this community has 
any knowledge of ever 
speaking on the tele- 
phone to a man by the 
name of Mr. McVeigh 
this year, last year or 
ever. 

“No one here know- 
ingly talked to McVeigh 
or anyone — whatever 
the alias — about plan- 
ning what took place in 
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Oklahoma.” 

The 69-year-old min- 
ister said he saw 
McVeigh on television 
but does not know 
him. McVeigh, 27, has 
been described as a 
drifter and Desert 
Storm veteran with 
extreme anti-govern- 
ment views. 

“I don’t believe I’ve 
ever seen him. I don’t 
think he’s ever been 
in any of my audienc- 
es to the best of my 
knowledge,” Millar 
said. ‘I’ve had no con- 
nection with McVeigh 
and no interest in 
helping with such an 
act or encouraging 
such a terrible thing.” 

Millar spoke to 
about 50 reporters for 
over two hours 
Wednesday in his re- 
mote community of 
about 100 people. Elo- 
him City adjoins the 
Arkansas border in 
extreme southeastern 
Adair County. 

Police records show 
that in October 1993 
McVeigh received a 
traffic citation near 
Cedarville, Ark. — 
about 20 miles from 
Elohim City. 

“Of course the possi- 
bility always exists 
that it was arranged 
by rogue government 
agencies,” said Millar 
when asked if that 
was a coincidence. 

At the request of The 
Oklahoman, Millar re- 
leased copies of Elo- 
him City’s telephone 
bills for April. They 
showed no calls to 
Kingman, Ariz., or to 
Junction City, Kan., 
where McVeigh had 
stayed, or to Hering- 
ton, Kan., where 
bombing co-defendant 
Terry Nichols lived. 

Records for a second 
phone — an unlisted 
business phone 
were not immediately 
available. 

The news media also 
attended a high-noon 
worship service in the 
community’s church 
where residents — 
young and old — sang 
and danced to hymns 


of praise. 

Some of the dancers 
— identified as securi- 
ty officers — wore pis- 
tols as they participat- 
ed in the ceremonies. 

Prayers were offered 
for the community's 
livestock, logging and 
trucking operations. 

Three residents tes- 
tified, giving praise to 
God and Jesus Christ. 

The community of 
white separatists was 
established by Millar 
22 years ago. 

The minister denies 
being a white suprem- 
acist and said of peo- 
ple who make such 
claims about his flock, 
“they lie.” 

“We are not a threat 
to anybody in a physi- 
cal way, but perhaps 
our ideas of freedom, 
our ideas of integrity 
that ... every individu- 
al of every color, race 
and creed should be 
respected and honored 
and cherished 
those ideas indeed 
might be dangerous,” 
he said. 

“All Pm saying is, 
all of God’s creation is 
special and gifted,” he 
said. “I’m not interest- 
ed in degrading or be- 
littling any part of 
God’s creation.” 

Millar said he be- 
lieves some govern- 
ment agencies — the 
Internal Revenue Ser- 
vice, CIA, FBI and the 
Bureau of Alcohol, To- 
bacco and Firearms 
“to name a few” — 
have “run amock.” 

He said government 
agents acted illegally 
in their actions with 
the Branch Davidians 
near Waco, Texas. 
More than 80 people 
died in a failed FBI 
raid on that com- 
pound on April 19, 


. 1993. 


government 
agents or anybody 
else came on this land 
to commit criminal 
acts, we would defend 
ourselves,” Millar 
said. “Legally, physi- 
cally — with the little 
bit of equipment we 
have.” 

Millar said some 


men in Elohim City 
have “hunting rifles.” 
Some men — identi- 
fied as security offi- 
cers — were wearing 
holstered handguns 
and carrying walkie- 
talkie radios Wednes- 


ay. 

“The law provides 
for search warrants, 
and a properly pre- 
sented search warrant 
in my opinion is legal, 
and we anticipate our 
cooperation in such 
an event,” he said 
when asked what he 
would do if the FBI 
g the communi- 


y. 
“I hope that you 
press people wil be 
able to help us avoid 
any type of confronta- 
tion,” Millar said. 

He said if the FBI 
has questions it 
should ask. 

“What do you want 
to know? What do you 
want to ask us? That’s 
what I would say to 
them,” he said. “I 
would also encourage 
them to be true to 
their oath of office 
that has to do with 
honoring and protect- 
ing the Constitution 
and upholding the 
law.” 

Millar said he be- 
lieves the FBI is “con- 
stantly and illegally” 
monitoring Elohim 
City phone calls. 

Should agents visit, 
Millar said, “I’d walk 
out and see what they 
have to say. We’d be 
armed. Our men 
would be near. They’d 
probably be in uni- 
form and would use 
every element at their 
disposal. 

“But, they would do 
everything they could 
to avoid pulling a trig- 
ger.” 

Adair County Dis- 
trict Attorney Dianne 
Barker Harrold was 
introduced at the 
press conference by 
Millar, who shook 
hands with her. 

She later told The 
Oklahoman, “This is 
my first visit to Elo- 
him City. We are not 
buddies. I never met 


him before today. I'm 
here by invitation. 

‘Im here basically 
because I would rath- 
er come in a friendly 
atmosphere than in a 
hostile atmosphere.” 

The district attorney 
said she is not aware 
of any federal investi- 
gation concerning the 
community and has 
had no complaints. 

Millar said that last 
Friday one of his 
granddaughters mar- 
ried James D. Ellison, 
former founder and 
leader of The Cove- 
nant, the Sword and 
the Arm of the Lord, a 
white supremacist 
paramilitary and reli- 
gious group involved 
in domestic terrorism 
with the intent to cre- 
ate civil unrest in the 
early 1980s. 

Ellison was recently 
freed from prison af- 
ter serving almost a 
decade for racketeer- 
ing and firearms con- 
victions. 

“It does not delight 
me to know that the 
man my beloved 


granddaughter chose 
has a prison experi- 
ence in his past. But I 
invite his friends and 
his enemies and the 
press to let bygones be 
bygones.” 

Millar also served as 
spiritual counselor for 
convicted murderer 
and white suprema- 
cist Richard Wayne 
Snell, who was execut- 
ed in Arkansas on the 
day of the Oklahoma 
City bombing. 

The minister said 
Snell, who was con- 
victed of killing a 
pawnshop broker and 
an Arkansas state 
trooper, heard about 
the bombing on televi- 
sion newscasts. 

“He was as appalled, 
I think, as I was, at 
that terrible destruc- 
tion,” Millar said. “He 
said, ‘Well we know 
who was responsible 
for the cremation of 81 
people at Waco, but 
we don’t know who 
was responsible for 
this.’ ” 

Snell is buried at 
Elohim City. 


